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I TOLD You, 

WE'RE IN AVENGERS 
ACADEMY NOW! 
MUTANTS ARE OUR A 

FRIENDS! 


THEY EXIST TO. 
EXTERMINATE, 
u: 


YOU CLAIM TO HAVE 
REPROGRAMMED IT. 
BUT IT SAYS THAT 
PERIODICALLY. 


LE THINK IT'S, 
LIKE, A GLITCH. 
THE 


MATOR 
IST LIKE A PARROT 
YING A BAD WORD, 
IT OVERHEARD. 


SENTINEL. WHAT 
iS YOUR PRIME 
DIRECTIVE? 


UNIT WILL 
NOT ABANDON 
Tus 


APPREHEND 


PROTECT 


ALL LIFE. 


SENTINEL, 
CONTINUE 
LISTING ALL 
DIRECTIVES. 


DO NOT HARM 
LIVING BEINGS 
EXCEPT TO 
PROTECT JUSTON, 
SELF OR OTHER 
LIVING BEINGS. 


DEFEND 


YOu ARE 
ATTRACTED 


TO HIM? 
GENOCIDAL 
THe ReTRO- \ HCN 
GRUNGE LOOK. | MACHINE. 
AND HE'S SO 
SWEET TO THAT, 
ROBOT. 


HEY, LAURA. 

I SAW you 

TALKING TO 
TUSTON. 


UM..\S THERE 
‘SOMETHING 
BETWEEN YOU TWO? 
‘CAUSE I WAS THINKING 
OF ASKING HIM TO A 
LILA CHENEY CONCERT. 
BUT IF YOU RAVE 


WELL, TO 
HIM IT’S LIKE 
A PET. HAVEN'T 
YOU EVER 
HAD ONE? 


WHEN Z WAS SMALL, AT 
THE FACILITY, L WAS GIVEN A 
DOG. I BECAME... ATTACHED. 

THEN I WAS ORDERED 

TO KILL HIM, 


DID NOT, HE WOULD BE 
SMe Be, 
i 
AND Ae “Z TOLD HIM 


AND PAINFULLY. WHILE, 
< I WAS SORRY. 5 
2 WATCHED, THANKED HIM FOR 
B THe HAPPINESS, 
C Be’ BROUGHT ME 


“AND AT THE 
LAST POSSIBLE 
MOMENT, WHEN 
THEY CAME FOR 

HIM, Z.." 


THE ROBOT IS. = 

NOT ALIVE. IT IS 

NOT THE SAME Pursue 
SUSTON IF 


FF YOU Wish, ava 
IDO NOT WANT 


GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS, 


MONITORING ROOM: 


DR. PYM? 
YOU WISHED 
TO SEE 
ME? 


X-23, THANK 
YOu FOR 
COMING. £ THINK 
IT’S WELL PAST TIME 
WE DISCUSSED 
THE X-MEN 
SITUATION. 


WE ARE 
LIVE IN SIBERIA 
BY WHERE A TEAM OF 
X-MEN HAS ESTABLISHED 
MASSIVE DOMES. 
GROWING CROPS 
TO FEED THE 
WORLD. 


ps im 


RELIEF 
MIXES WITH 
FEAR IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST, AS WEAPONS 
BOTH CONVENTIONAL 
AND UNCONVENTIONAL f 
HAVE SIMPLY 
DISSOLVED... 


THE X-MEN 


ARE SPREADING 
THEIR UTOPIA 


THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. YOU USED 
TO BE ONE OF 
THEM. 


iF YOu 
WANT TO 
JOIN THEM 
IF YOU WANT TO 
LEAVE--D'LL 
UNDERSTAND. 


LAM 
NOT CERTAIN 
WHAT YOU 
MEAN. 


LAURA, £ 
WAS THERE WHEN 
CYCLOPS AND THE 

OTHER FOUR ABSORBED 

THE POWER OF THE 
PHOENIX* AND I ADMIT 
EWAS AFRAID 
OF WHAT MIGHT 
HAPPEN, 


BUT IN ‘ 
JHE DAYS SINCE 
THEY'VE DONE NOTHING 
BUT GOOD. FED THE 
HUNGRY, QUELLED 
VIOLENGE..BROUGHT CLEAN 
WATER AND POWER TO 
ALL CORNERS OF 
THE PLANET. 


1M AVENGERS 
VS, X-MEN #5! 
BENEVOLENT BILL 


THE X-MEN 
HAVE OUTLAWED 
WAR. THEY ARE 
DESTROYING ENTIRE 
STOCKPILES OF 
WEAPONS. NOTHING 
CAN STOP 
THEM. 


THIS FOOTAGE 
SHOWS A WOMAN 
IDENTIFIED AS EM, 


TO DEFEAT HUNDREDS 
OF MUTANTS. 


WITHIN 


FROM ALL 


THERE |S 

NO PLACE 

FOR ME IN 
UTOPIA. 


Lt TALK 
ABOUT THE... WELL, 
THE PHOENIX FIVE. 

THE NEWS CALLS EM, 

01 


EY, 
> 
LISTEN, HOW. 
POWERFUL ARE 
THEY, ANYWAY? 
s 
{ 


Yau youre 
A MUTANT. 


MEAN, 
= LKNOW THEYRE 
MAD AT THE AVENGERS 


FOR TRYING TO 


‘ = — \ STOP THE PHOENIX 


FORCE. 


D OF Your PAST SEEM 
mm LIKE DISTANT ff 
MEMORIES. 
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HAPPEN |S NOT 
APPROPRIATE 
CHILDREN. 


xm sorry, 
JUSTON. WE'RE 
EAN 


STRIKER 
BuT IT'S JUST A 
SENTINEL WAS \_ MACHINE 
ONLY TRYING 
TO PROTECT, 
HIM. 


xm 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR YOUR 
SAFETY. 
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AFTER SCHOOL 


SPELIAL 


Please give a big AVENGERS 
ACADEMY welcome to guest artists Tim 
Green Il and Jeff Huet, who are doing 
some amazing work on our Sentinel- 
focused two-parter. I've wanted to work 
with Tim since his excellent work on 
Marvel's cosmic books, and I’m thrilled 
to have finally gotten the chance to do so. 
Take a bow, guys! Now on to the letters: 


Well, last things first: loved the 
homage to UNCANNY X-MEN #132 on 
the last page; made me both shiver with 
anticipation ‘and chuckle with joyful 
recognition. 

After the — slightly — lackluster 
Runaways storyline, this issue was 
back on point; | particularly enjoy the 
discussion of conflicting points of view 
about the detention of the X-kids, and that 
you never push one side over another. 
Great character beats for Finesse and X-23 
near the end too. Do we see a friendship 
in their future? Assuming, of course, that 
either have the emotional base required to 
actually have friends. 

Great Hercules stuff; the nudity, 
the casual reference to his age, and “No 
wetlor can resist the Olympics” are all 
gold. 

Hazmat’s depth of feeling for Mettle 
is beautifully illustrated by her reaction to 
his land surfing; lovely way to show rather 
than tell us something. Hazmat's character 
has continued to develop over the last 
couple of years; she has a real arc now. 

One final piece of praise; it’s easy to 
demonize right wing Christians (| often 
do it, I'm afraid), and it's a welcome wake 
up call to read a letter like that from Eric 
Anderson, who rightly points out that 
holding a point of view does not preclude 
looking at others, whether they convince 
you or not. Thanks Eric; you've restored a 
little of my faith. 

So then, an entirely positive letter; 
you've done a good job of integrating the 
book into the crossover event, without 
moving too far away from your comic's 
core concerns. Nice one, Christos. 


Tim Dickens 
United Kingdom 


PS. You know, | read about 30 books 
a month, and this is the only one I've ever 
written to more than once. 


That's very flattering, Tim; I'm 
glad our book stands out from the pack 
for you! As to some of the questions and 
points you raised: 

There definitely seems to be 
a friendship blooming, or at least a 
kinship, between Finesse and X-23. 
Personally, | think they both know a lot 
more about what friendship means than 
they give themselves credit for, but I think 
they're leery of the consequences...both 
the potential of getting hurt and hurting 
someone else. | also agree that the 
Hazmat/Mettle relationship has come a 
long way, surprising even me. Stay tuned 
for some major developments there. And 
| love writing Hercules. We hairy Greeks 


need to stick together! Although our next 
correspondent was less thrilled with our 
depiction of Herc... 


| have been a big fan of AVENGERS. 
ACADEMY from issue one. | work in a 
comic shop just across from a major 
college in NC and | am always happy to 
recommend this book. You appeal to young 
readers and classic fans alike with a well- 
balanced cast of teachers and students 
who all react in a realistic fashion to their 
challenges. More than anything | love how 
this book addresses mistakes on the parts 
of adults and teenagers while balancing 
classic characterization, diversity and the 
learning process. 

All this makes the first three pages 
of issue #29 that much more upsetting. 
Hercules is a favorite of mine and to see 
him portrayed as this issue did is just 
insulting, | understand and agree that 
Herc is the party animal of the team and 
does not always make the best calls, but 
to insist “young strapping lads” wrestle 
naked with him is in my opinion beyond 
poor taste, 

To characterize Herc in this fashion 
is degrading to his character and more 
importantly indulgent of the worst Greek 
stereotypes. Many new readers unfamiliar 
with Herc's own series, or his many 
appearances in THOR, CHAMPIONS, and 
of course AVENGERS now regard Marvel's 
sole Greek super hero as the “hairy muscle 
guy who like to wrestle naked with teenage 
boys!" 

Your book has always benefited from 
a sense of humor, but | just don’t see the 
funny upside to this. My best friend is 
Greek American and Hercules is one of his 
favorite characters. He does not care to 
read your book anymore. 

| realize each and every person 
connected to your book works hard to put 
out the best comic you can. | just can't 
help. but think you failed in this issue, 
horribly so. | would love a response to take 
to my friend and show him that you cared 
enough to respond. 


Daniel Foust 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Wow, Daniel, | am sorry to hear 
that...especially because I'm Greek- 
American myself, and my wife is from 
North Carolina, so | feel like | let down 
the home team! But | do think you 
interpreted Herc’s behavior in issue #29 
differently from the way it was intended. 

Hercules has never been portrayed 
as someone who is a sexual predator, or 
would harass underage kids, and wasn’t 
meant to be here. Much of the humor 
surrounding Herc is due to the fact that 
he can be a bit clueless about how things 
he says and does might come across, in 
large part because as an immortal, it’s 
hard for him to keep up with changing 
trends in behavior. 

We see that in a joke later in the 
issue, when Herc tells the newly arrived 
X-kids that they are not prisoners and 
there will be no torture. That might sound 
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kind of offensive to a bunch of modern 
kids who consider themselves political 
prisoners, but to an ancient Athenian 
warrior captured by a band of Spartans 
it would probably be reassuring to know 
you weren't going to be tortured! 

As for the opening scene, you 
may already know this, but the early 
Olympics, and most athletic contests 
of the time, were indeed performed by 
naked, oiled warriors, some of whom 
were probably teenagers, because that 
was considered adulthood at the time. In 
fact the word “gymnasium” comes from 
the Greek, and literally means “the place 
where you're naked.” (Trust me, | speak 
Greek!) None of this had any sexual 
component, it’s just the way things were. 

The point of the joke in issue #29 
is that Herc was oblivious to the fact that 
things have changed, kind of like the way 
| get flustered whenever | have to send 
a text. Anyway, comedians say that any 
joke you have to explain is a bad one, 
so if nothing else, | should apologize for 
that. | hope you and your friend will give 
us another chance! 


One thing | definitely disagree with 
Jerry Smith. | loved the RUNAWAYS/ 
AVENGERS ACADEMY crossover. My two. 
favorite Marvel titles, together at last! Do 
see what you can do about getting them 
a more permanent place on the comics 
rack--either in this title, their own book, 
or Somewhere else entirely. I've missed 
them! 


Stuart Waugh 


Stuart, you and me both. But it’s not 
up to me. If you want more Runaways, 
let Marvel know...the more paying 
customers who ask for it, the better the 
chance of it becoming a reality! 


Christos Gage 


Phoenix Rising! 
Send e-mail to 
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